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Context 
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Independent focus groups revealed:

• Practical reasons for close passing  

• Most didn’t think of cyclists necessarily as ‘equals’  on the road

• Low awareness passing a cyclist too closely is an offence.

• No awareness of Police Scotland’s Operation Close Pass  

How do we motivate drivers to give space to people on bikes? 

The main motivation for drivers to change behaviour: 

legal consequences for them  

Our YouGov poll results showed 73% don’t know you can get 3 points 

on your licence for passing a cyclist too closely when driving. 
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Aims and objectives

Short-term 

1. Increased awareness that passing someone cycling too 

closely is an offence.

2. 5% increase in positive attitude statements about giving 

space to people on bikes post-campaign.

Longer term 

1. Increased frequency of the following behaviour: give a 

gap of a car’s width when passing people on bikes. 

(tracked in RITS survey)

2. Contribute towards a decrease in serious incidents on 

Scotland’s roads involving people on bikes (tracked in 

Reported Road Casualties). 
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Campaign development

• Four potential TV ad scripts, aiming to 

communicate:

• Legal consequences of close passing

• What Operation Close Pass is

• How it feels to be close passed

• ‘Give space to people cycling’ message

• Creative testing with target audience 

identified the most effective. 

• Further development of script including 

collaboration with Police Scotland.
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Campaign launch
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Results – awareness 

1.9 billion opportunities to see
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Social media engagement
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Message awareness and impact on attitude

Spontaneous awareness of consequences

• 3 points on licence                         7%  23%

• Police could pull me over 17%  25%

Impact on attitude 

• Say they always give space             26%  36%

• Motivated to give 1.5m space      32%  42% 
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www.cycling.scot

Cycling Scotland is a Scottish Charity, SC029760, regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)


